Biographical Sketch


HUGH SHERIDAN (SHER) PLUNKETT (PhD, University of California at Berkeley, 1972) Positions Held: Water User Associations Specialist, Western Basin Water Resources Management Project, Afghanistan (2010 – present); Professorial Lecturer, Elliott School of International Affairs, George Washington University (2007-2010); Foreign Service Officer (USAID) 1979-2003.  Interests and/or Activities: sustainable international development, social change, political processes.  Significant Publications:  USAID/Peru Alternative Development Project Strategy Document, 2001; USAID Overseas Customer Service Delivery Policy Document, 1996; Weaving the Web of Power, Bahri Publications, 1984.

[bookmark: _GoBack]My approach to World Anthropology is:  “E Pluribus Unum” – “From the Many, One”.  My career in international development, closely engaged with anthropologists and professionals in Asia, Latin America, and Africa as well as the United States, has taught me that globalizing forces create opportunities for expanding knowledge and for utilizing knowledge to assist decision-making.  Using new technologies, anthropologists can transcend borders and time zones to communicate, collaborate, and further productive dialogue.  They can bring knowledge – better knowledge, better grounded in empirical fact – to power, resulting in more sustainable and more equitable policies.  I have benefited from this dialogue in my career, and I will do my best to help the American Anthropological Association to take advantage of such opportunities. 
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